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There's a lot going on in people's 
lives that we simply are not aware 
of. 
  
Last Sunday morning, following 
the second worship, I was having 
a conversation with Alan Ely (I have his 
permission to use his name and tell this 
story).  As he stood munching on one of 
the peanut butter-chocolate bars I had 
made the night before, he said 
something close to, "You ought to 
continue  doing this when we meet our 
goal."  (In January, I made a deal with 
the Church Council that I would make 
cookies for sale following worship, and 
invite others to join me, to make up the 
$4,000.00 we had to cut from World 
Service, our denomination's main 
mission arm.  We did this to balance our 
budget.  At this point with the help of 
others, we have just crossed the 
$3,000.00 mark). 
  
"Well Alan," I replied, "It is costing in time 
and money."  All at once there was this 
wonderful look of awareness that came 
over his face as he confessed in a 
surprised fashion that he had not even 
thought of that.  This encounter got me to 
thinking about all the things going on 
people's lives, all the work, the effort, the 
trouble, the service the activities that we 
are not aware of. 
  
What did it take for that teacher to finally 
get to that position of teaching in that 
public school?  It took a lot of time  and 
money.  Beyond that, our lives are not 
the same and in some cases, it takes  
much more than we can imagine.  She 
might have had to care for an ailing 

parent or spouse as they got 
educated.  It may be that that 
person in that position where we 
expect so much, goes home each 
day to a child who is severely 
handicapped.  We know stories of 

parents who worked multiple jobs, like 
the mother of our newest Supreme Court 
nominee Sonia Sotomayor,  but as 
children we simply are not aware of all 
that our parents do for us. 
  
There are doctors who we look to for 
answers about our lives who are 
struggling with caring for their children 
through and  after a divorce, and people 
working in convenience stores who go 
home to addictive situations. There are 
those who go to work each day who 
come home to very worrisome health 
concerns for their children or spouse.  
There is so much going on that we are 
not aware of. 
  
Looking at this issue in another light, 
right in our church, when we come to 
worship or a class, it doesn't always 
occur to us that our child is in a class 
because an adult who doesn't even have 
children of that age any more has stayed 
up at night preparing for a lesson.  There 
are those who make so many phone 
calls and send so many cards to those 
hurting, we can hardly imagine. It is done 
without our knowing.  What does it take 
to put on rummage sale, or make our 
homeless shelter work?  What does it 
take to make our annual Christmas Tree 
sale happen, the two concerts by our 
music department,  or keep our building 
in good shape? 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Apostolate Online  
 

A reminder that current and  past issues 
of the Apostolate are available on our 
church website at: 
http://www.rcpumc.org/apostolate  
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A publication of: 
 

Rose City Park UMC 
5830 NE Alameda 
Portland, OR  97213 

503-281-1229 

Fax: 503-281-1104 

office@rcpumc.org 

www.rcpumc.org 

Tom Tate, Pastor 

 
The Apostolate is published twice a month, usually 
on the second and last Wednesday of each month, 
with adjustment for holidays.   
 
Editor: Ken Torr                         editor@rcpumc.org
                                                  Fax: 503-281-1104 
 
Next Deadline:                 Friday, July 3, 2009  
Next Issue:                    Wednesday, July 8, 2009  

(Continued from page 2) 

  
And then comes worship, the center of 
our community's faith and heart.   Who 
makes sure things are in place: 
attendance cards, hymnals and song 
books, music, overheads for the early 
service, sound (all those microphones!), 
choir and praise band.  How do those 
people come together to help us all 
"Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord?" 
  
Not knowing what is happening in 
people's lives is common to us all. There 
is so much that is happening in people's 
lives, there is so much that people 
contend with and that people participate 
in that it's impossible to know it all. (A lot 
of things people don't want us to know).  
Nevertheless, it seems to me that the 
Holy Spirit is always nudging us toward 
two things: Grace and Gratitude. Grace is 
about is bringing an open heart to 
understanding that people are contending 
with so much in their lives.  Gratitude is 
about being thankful the many gifts 
people give so freely.  
  
It can all begin by a prayer to God for the 
breath we are given as a gift of God's 
grace and a phone call to someone to 
say thank you for the love they have 
given you. 
  
Grace and Gratitude,, 
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Worship  
 

May 24                                       162 
May 31                                       124 
June 7                                        256 
June 14                                      209 
YTD Average                            204 

 
Church School  
 

May 24, 09                                 106 
May 31, 09                                 134 
June 7                                        107 
June 14                                      123 
YTD Average                            131  

2009 RUMMAGE SALE 
ANOTHER SUCCESS!!!  

The sale this year was successful both 
financially and socially.  Our net receipts 
are near $5700.00 at this time, but more 
importantly we became better acquainted 
with our neighbors and with each other.  
Our Friday evening was even more 
successful than last year with many 
enjoying hamburgers from the “What a 
Bargain Cafe”.  Thanks to all of you who 
helped in one way or another with this sale.  
And a special “thank you” to all who helped 
with the setup and break down; many 
additional hands were needed this year due 
to Youngson Hall’s transformation into our 
Church sanctuary. 

                                                                                  
The Rummage Sale has become a major 
income item in the budget of our Church but 
it is a tremendous amount of work that, 
unfortunately, falls on the shoulders of very 
few in our  congregation.  It was delightful 
to see several new faces working in the 
various areas.  

Our date for 2010 is June 4/5 so please 
plan to put at least one hour toward its 
success or, better yet, step forward to 
volunteer to chair one of our departments or 
the sale itself. 

Betty Dodd, Rummage Sale Chairperson 

 

MEN’S  
RETREAT:  

 

November 6-8. 
 

We will be going to Manzanita, on the 
Oregon Coast.  We have two homes 
reserved and I hope each man in the 

church will consider going.  
It is a truly wonderful time of 

laughter, friendship and 
sharing and growing in 

God and love.  
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Education 

Education News 
 

Adult Classes at 10:05 am 
 
 
June 28           Hunger Around the World          Beverly Walker 
 

Take a quiz to see what you know about hunger in the world today, then 
learn about the facts with Beverly through slides and discussion. 

 
 
July 5          The New Face of Hunger 
 

In our current economic crisis, more and more people are worried about 
putting food on their table.  People who have previously given to food 
banks are now relying on them. 
 
How can Christians faithfully respond to this new face of hunger? 

 
  
July 12          The World’s Children 
 

Children are valued in the Bible and in our Wesleyan tradition.  Yet 
millions of them suffer today because of poverty, disease, and natural 
disasters.  There are many ways to help and our faith calls us to act on 
behalf of the children.     
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Camp News 
 
Bon voyage to the Bolster family, who venture to 
Camp Magruder's Family 4th of July camp.  This 
will be their eight year!  Find out from them why 
they keep going back.  Your family may want to 
give Family Camp a whirl! Check out Magruder 
and the other camp's Family camps at www.
gocamping.org .     And then ask for stories from 
Bryan, Kate, Gil, and Mitch about their camp 
adventures. 
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MISSION NOTES: 
 

We have a barrel full of food for F.I.S.H. ready to 
go thanks to your generosity.   
 
For the month of July we will be collecting paper 
products: 

Toilet tissue, paper towels, Kleenex type 
products (small boxes for kids to take to 
school, too).   

 
Don’t forget that in August we will be collecting 
“Undies” for start of school and also to donate to 
homeless shelters. We are collecting children’s 
and adult socks and undies! 
 
Thank you, everyone. 
 
—Laura Martin 

 - REMEMBER - 
THE DAY OF THE 
CHURCH PICNIC,  

SUNDAY< JULY 26, 
THERE WILL BE ONLY 

ONE SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AT  

10:00 AM.  IT WILL 
 BE A "BLENDED  

SERVICE." 
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Julie Fleming, Rose City Park's Youth Director, 
graduated from Marylhurst University, June 13.  She 
is now the proud recipient of a B.A. in Liberal Arts 
with an Interdisciplinary Degree in Dance, 
Communications and Business.  
  
This has been a long and commendable road.  She 
began college in 1972, attending community college.  
Then a year at U of O and another at Portland State. 
Then she began her carrier of teaching dance and 
remained there for 25 years.  In 2001 she returned to 
the academic field to complete her work and has 
stayed with it these eight years, completing her 
degree at Marylhurst.  
  
We are so fortunate to have Julie working on staff 
with our youth.  She brings a great passion and 
desire for God.  She has an understanding for youth 
(a genuine gift),  combined with theological education 
(yes, she has even included some seminary work in 
her journey).  
  
We are blessed and so are our youth by her training, 
her  presence and the love of God and people. 
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Greetings One and All,  
  
Well, here it is, I have arrived!  
  
I graduated from Marylhurst 
University on Saturday June 13! 
 
My quest for knowledge has 
been influenced by everyone I 
have met along the way.  This 
part of my journey has been 
quite unique and together with 
you I have discovered new ways 
of being in this world.  Thank 
you for listening to my story, 
being patient with me when I 
forget to do things and when I 
talk on and on about my dreams 
for the future and my desire to 
help children with dyslexia.  
 
Julie Fleming, Youth Director 

(Picture: Julie Fleming receiving gifts of congratulations from Kim Upham, chairperson of Staff Parish 
Relations Committee and Beverly Walker, member of SPRC.) 
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Until next time, Ken 
“Remember to be kind to everyone you meet,  for 
everyone is carrying some kind of load.” 
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So what happened?  Did Pat get on the plane?  
Did we get to California?   
 
Yes. With a daughter on each end being a 
“mother-hen”.  (Wonder where they got that 
from?) It all happened.   
 
After a wonderful five days in the Bay area, 
being pampered and shown around, then we 
got on a plane and did it all over again.   
 
A little nervousness before boarding both 
times, but once on board and in the air, Pat 
was the epitome of cool and calm.  To spare 
her the trauma of having to look out the 
window, (she also has a height phobia, I 
considerately took the window seat.  After the 
seventeenth time of having Pat lean over me 
to look out the window, “Would you like to 
trade seats?”  “Oh no!  That would make me 
nervous!”  Huh?  
 
Problems?  One.  This lady had not flown in 
over 40 years.  But her checked suitcase got 
misrouted to Eugene.  What are the odds on 
that?  Fortunately, I found out and was able to 
retrieve it before it had left the terminal. 
 
That’s the story.  No big moral here, just 
sharing one of life’s little victories by 
overcoming fears. A good experience. 
 
Highly recommended! 

CHANCEL 

RENOVATION UPDATE  

 
The Chancel renovation continues to 
proceed and move toward completion.   
 
Most notable, some new paneling has 
been installed on the west wall and 
the projector screen enclosure under 
the center of the organ wall is nearly 
complete, including its new wood 
work.   
 
The final plans for the handicapped lift 
are complete, the lift is on order, and 
framing for the lift will probably start 
next week.  Take a few minutes 
before or after Sunday services to 
take a look at our new worship area.   
 
Any member of the Building 
Committee (Tom Beckham, Jill Bills, 
Lew Bohl, Janell Collier, Duane 
Egbers, Steven Eggleston, Patricia 
Holman, Larry McDowell, Frank 
McNamara, Tom Tate) would be glad 
to answer your questions about the 
project, or give you a guided tour, 
time permitting.   
 
We are doing our best to complete the 
work and be back in the sanctuary by 
mid-July.   
 
— Duane Egbers 



Page 10 

 

����������	
���
�
	�� �
�

��������������
�
���
������
������	
���
�
	 �

�

����������������
�������	 ��!�"�# �

�������$%& �

�

'���
�� ��� ������������� �(�� �
�

)��*������	���� ������������
+�����,  ���
���� ����
�������������� �������

���	,
���
'� ����� �

�
��
��( �

�
�
������
���������
�
����������� ,��	������ �
���
� �������,
����� ��!�,
�����������
���
�(��-./(00�, ���� ��
�����	����
��(���
�

'�����������1������������������)��� �����20.%34&%.$ &4� �����
�����
������������� �5� �����(����

�

6�7�������������*���(��'���
�� ��� ������������� �8 �



Page 11 

Dr. Marcus Borg  
coming to  

Rose City Park UMC 

Thursday, October 15 

 
Dr. Marcus Borg, well-known 
international theologian who 
retired from Oregon State 
University in 2007 and 
continues to lecture and author 
some of the best “cutting edge” 
books on Jesus and the New 
Testament, will be the guest of 
Rose City Park United 
Methodist Church, Thursday 
night, October 15.  .  

 - REMEMBER - 
THE DAY OF THE 
CHURCH PICNIC,  

SUNDAY< JULY 26, 
THERE WILL BE ONLY 

ONE SERVICE OF 
WORSHIP AT  

10:00 AM.  IT WILL 
 BE A "BLENDED  

SERVICE." 

Our next rotation for the Daybreak Shelter 
will be June 28  - July 5, 2009.  As most of 
you know, our church is part of a network 
that provides evening/morning meals and 
overnight shelter for homeless families and 
single women. We have had an overflow 
house during the past few rotations, so this 
is a much needed service to our 
community.  
 
As usual, there will be multiple volunteer 
opportunities for week day and week-end 
van drivers (we really need morning drivers 
during the week day this time),  dinner 
preparation/hosting, overnight hosting (in 
our wonderful Bridal Suite), laundry and 
room "set up/take down" (on Sundays of 
that week). Please let us know if you have 
questions about any of these activities. 
 
St. Michael's Church has been able to  help 
with dinner and overnight hosting.  There is 
still ample opportunity to volunteer for this 
important service.    Thank you in advance 
for your help. 
 
  
Betty Dodd, Vicki Reiner, Sam Brown, Ann 
Gishwiller 


