A Benefit for Youth Ministries

Come Join Us in
Celebration of the Festival of God’s Creation!

Spring Luncheon

Saturday — April 19 — 11 AM

Featuring
Grant HS

Royal Blues!

Tickets: — $10
Children — $5 Call 503-281-1229



"An Explosion of Joy"

May 18! Does that date sound
familiar?

For most Oregonians it has a familiar
"Ring," shall we say. Actually it has
the sound of a gigantic explosion, and
we see in our minds' eye that picture
that was on the news over and over
and over again: Mt. St. Helens
exploding. May 18 was a very special
day where the earth shared in a day
of recreation.

Our Church Council is inviting you to
share in another act of recreation - in
another Explosion: "An Explosion of
Joy!" On May 18 of this year your
church leadership is inviting all who
share in the worship, fellowship, and
ministries that are Rose City Park
United Methodist Church, to
participate in a Special Offering we
are calling, "An Explosion of Joy! :
Tax Rebate Sunday."

Would you consider "tithing" your gift
from the government as a way of
sharing further in the ministry of Jesus
Christ that takes place through your
church? So, if you are getting a gift
of $300.00, a tithe, or 1/10th is
$30.00.
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Many feel that giving is taking

something away. Jesus never
looked at it that way. For him giving was
sharing in the message and mission of
God. Giving was an act of faith that
generated faith and hope and well-being.
So, as we give we share in providing a
place where we worship, have classes
and provide for a temporary home for
the homeless through Daybreak Shelter
Network. Last weekend Julie Fleming,
our Youth Director, Joan and Frank
McNamara and | took seven young
people to a confirmation retreat at Mt
Hood. (Thanks to them and to Tim and
Chris Dole for the gift of their cabin -
most of it is still standing!) The
opportunity to teach and prepare our
youth for membership comes as a result
of God's grace. But it is also your faith
and gifts that provide for this opportunity.
Through your gifts you are present at the
retreat. Through your gifts you are bring
healing: A new group, "Growing From
Grief" that has just started on Thursday
nights in the Parlor; presently there are
18 persons indicating their intention to
participate. Through your church there
are many other programs: groups for
spiritual nurture, music and growth in the
spirit where Jesus has called us to love
and heal and grow in the hope of God
and God's kingdom.

(Continued on page 3)



| realize you might not have not received
your check by May 18 and you might
want to wait to offer your gift when it
comes. On the other hand, perhaps you
might estimate what your gift will be and
share in the offering on May 18.

God is about explosions of Joy. The
Sunday before the 18th is May 11.
That's Mother's Day - another day of
Joy - it is also Pentecost, the day the
church exploded with the joy of the Spirit
that empowers the church for loving
ministry.

May we all celebrate the Explosion of
God's joy and share fully in the constant
recreation of God's ministry among us.

Grace and Peace,

e
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Apostolate Online

A reminder that current and past issues
of the Apostolate are available on our
church website at:

http://www.rcpumc.org/apostolate

Woodlawn UMC Concert cancelle

A concert publicized in our bulletin and posted
on our bulletin board has been cancelled.

"Woodlawn UMC is sorry to announce that
the April 13th concert with Dr. David
Okombo has been cancelled due to an
illness in his family. We hope to reschedule
this for later in the year.

-- Sharon Golden, Woodlawn UMC"
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FUN AND FOOD AND
GREAT WINE, TOO

This Sunday, April 12 is your last chance
to sign up for the great wine tour. Join us
for great wine with great friends and just
have a great time. Saturday, April 19
we’ll hop on a chartered bus to Hood
River and visit two or three tasting rooms
in downtown Hood River. Having tried a
myriad of wines from local vineyards and,
probably, purchased a few of your
favorites, we’ll take the bus to one more,
Cathedral Hills Winery, in west Hood
River for a bit more tasting and a
scrumptious lunch.

Make your reservations this Sunday,
April 12 after either morning worship
service or through Bev or Duane Egbers
(665-3336). Deadline for all reservations
is Tuesday, April 14. Cost will be $55
per person, and includes transportation,
lunch and all tasting fees. The fun of this
event will be yours to enjoy and
remember, all proceeds will be donated
to reduce the church’s debt.

Larry Dye
Retires!

April 30

The Staff-Parish Relations Committee
announces the retirement of our custodian,
Larry Dye, as of April 30th. The committee
will now begin the process of finding a
replacement for him.

A huge thank you goes to Larry for his
many years of service to this church. We
wish him well in his retirement.

Linda Hurley: 503-465-6797 or 503-3431-

\Z .
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Calling all campers!

Check out the camp web site at www.gocamping.org for info about the
great Methodist camp opportunities for youth, families, and adults.
Finished first grade? There are short overnight camps available for those
folks, and week-long camps for most other youth. Family camps and
adult camps abound. In short, there's something for everybody.

There is now a three tiered pricing structure. Lowest prices for
camps are available only to those registering before May 5. Our church
offers camperships--notify Mari Rudd before June 1 as to your camp
plans, and our church will provide money to help offset the cost of camp.
Register for camp first, and then notify Mari at: rudd-family@comcast.net
or 503-235-0517.

Questions? Call Mari.

Check out the Camp bulletin boards at church for a preview, and go on
line for the full story. Go to camp this year!

LONG-TERM CARE RESIDENTS NEED YOUI!

Residents in local long-term care facilities need reliable volunteer visitors and
advocates to enhance and protect their quality of life. As a Certified Ombudsman or
Friendly Visitor, you can help to ensure the well-being of seniors and others in
nursing homes, assisted living or residential care facilities, and adult foster homes.

You can know the personal satisfaction of improving the lives of these vulnerable
seniors and others. Ongoing training and support is provided to maximize your
effectiveness. The gratitude of residents and their families will be your reward for
making a valuable contribution to the health and happiness of those in long-term
care.

For more information and applications, contact Kathy Walter at 1-800-522-2602 or
check on line at www.oregon.gov/LTCO. Or contact Cecil Thompson, who was a
Certified Ombudsman.

Contact: Jean Mitchell 503-282-9545
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2008 ALL-CHURCH RUMMAGE SALE

SATURDAY, MAY 31 - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Our plans are well under way for this annual fundraiser for our Church. Our
department chair people are listed below and they can all use your help sometime
during the week of setup or on sale day. There is a signup sheet available in the
narthex or you can contact either one of the chair people or me.

We will begin our work on Sunday, May 25 at 12:00 pm when the Men's group will set
up all of our tables. All able hands will be much appreciated. Then at 9:00 am on
Monday morning, May 26, we will begin sorting and arranging the departments. This is
a good day to bring in “your treasures & recyclables” as it is a holiday and we will be
open until 4:00 pm. We will be working all week from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and will be
open until 9:00 pm on Wednesday evening for your convenience.

If you need assistance w/ pickup, please contact me and | will arrange for it. We do
have some room for storage prior to the sale so if that is needed you can contact me
also.

Men's Club (setup) — Ray Howard

Plants — Chris Dole/Ruth Ball

Jewelry — Brenda Youngson

Treasures — Edna Lytner/Vicki Love

Ladies Wear — Laura Martin/Marge Curtis

Men's Wear — Cecil Thompson/Ken Wheeler
Hardware — Fred Schaufelberger/Dick Dodd

Books — Nancy Ferguson

Linens/Kitchen — JoAnn Schilling/Vicki Reiner

This n That — JAnna Sharrard

Bakery — Nancy Allemang/Marie Summers

Childrens Wear & Toys — Laurie Clouse/Marchelle Watson
Furniture — Melanie & John Corson/Sam & Andy Ruff
Kitchen — Marla & Gary McHargue

We will have a short meeting in Room 202 on Sunday April 27 at 10:00 am.

Betty Dodd, Rummage Sale Chairperson
503.281.9030
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Energy Stewardship Workshops for Congregation
and Community

On Wednesday, June 11, Oregon Interfaith Power and Light (OIPL), a project of
Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, will present two workshops: “Save Your Congregation
Energy and Money,” from 12 to 2:30 p.m. and “Energy Stewardship” from 6 to 8:30 p.m.
Both workshops will be held at Central Lutheran Church at 1820 NE 21st Avenue in
Portland.

Geared to the needs of congregations, the noon workshop will cover key principles of
energy stewardship for congregations, low-cost and no-cost measures to save energy
expenses, and funding energy efficiency projects for religious facilities.

Topics for the evening workshop include reducing energy costs for homes and
businesses, affordable renewable energy options and the ethics of energy stewardship.
Keynote speaker for both workshops is Doug Boleyn, PE, who has over 30 years of
experience in renewable energy and energy efficiency.

Workshops are co-sponsored by Oregon Department of Energy and Energy Trust of
Oregon. Call (503) 221-1054 ext. 201 or e-mail ksharinghousen@emoregon.org to
register.

Pre-registration for each session is recommended by June 6, but registration will be
accepted at the door. Cost is $20 per workshop or $35 for both workshops. Youth are
free. A light meal and materials included. Scholarships available. For discounts
available to groups from a single congregation, call the above number. To download a
brochure, go to www.emoregon.org.
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KA Benefit for Youth Ministriesx

Come Join Us in
Celebration of the Festival
of God’s Creation!

Spring
Luncheon

Saturday
April 19
11 AM

Featuring
Grant HS

Royal Blues!

Tickets: — $10
Children — $5

Luncheon Tickets Available Now!

Valet Parking provided!
\ Call 503-281-1229 /

LOT'S WIFE

The Sunday School teacher was
describing how Lot's wife looked back and
turned into a pillar of salt, when little Jason
interrupted, "My Mommy looked back once,
while she was driving," he announced
triumphantly, "and she turned into a
telephone pole!"

GOOD SAMARITAN

A Sunday school teacher was telling her
class the story of the Good Samaritan, in
which a man was beaten, robbed and left
for dead. She described the situation in
vivid detail so her students would catch the
drama. Then, she asked the class, "If you
saw a person lying on the roadside, all
wounded and bleeding, what would you
do?" A thoughtful little girl broke the
hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up." .',

HIGHER POWER

A Sunday school teacher said to her
children, “We have been learning how
powerful kings and queens were in Bible
times. But there is a higher power. Can
anyone tell me what it is?” One child
blurted out., “Aces.”

We can chuckle at these kids who aren’t
getting the story straight. But sometimes
we adults don't always get what being
Christian is all about either when we forget
to be kind.

Until next time, Ken

“Remember to be kind to everyone you meet, for
everyone is carrying some kind of load.”
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Money Can Buy You Happiness.... if you give it away !

An article appeared in the March issue of Science, confirming what Christians
already know:

People who give away money are happier than those who do not.

Christians give because it is a natural response to the gospel of God’s grace. We
believe giving is an act of worship. We believe giving is our way of saying, "Thanks
be to God" for the most generous gift of all...our Lord Jesus Christ.

While people tend to think that spending money on themselves rather than giving it
away will make them happier, the opposite turns out to be true. Researchers found
that happiness didn't correlate with personal spending but, rather, with how much
they gave away.

So next time you want to brighten your day, throw that fiver in the offering plate
instead of buying a latte and see if that doesn’t make you smile.

"As the purse is emptied, the heart is filled." - Victor Hugo, artist

Library NEW ON OUR LIBRARY SHELVES
Recent additions to our book collection, mostly recommended by Tom
N ews Tate, are now ready to be checked out.

THE FIRST CHRISTMAS by Marcus Borg and John D. Crossman:
"what the gospels really teach about Jesus' birth."

MARK'S STORY OF JESUS by Werner H. Kelber, "an interpretive
retelling of the Markan version of the life of Christ.”

THE YEAR OF LIVING BIBLICALLY by A. J. Jacobs: "one man's
humble quest to follow the Bible as literally as possible" (with often hilarious results}.

A replacement copy of Barry Glassner's THE CULTURE OF FEAR, "why Americans
are afraid of the wrong things."

And a friend's recommendation of N. T. Wright's SIMPL CHRISTIAN, "why Christianity
makes sense."

These new books were purchased with money from the Ferguson Memorial Library
Fund.

Nancy Ferguson, Librarian.
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RCPUMC Mission Trip featured in Providence HospRablication

The last RCPUMC mission trip to Dulac, LA was the subject of a very nice full page article,
with two full color pictures, in The Spirit, an in-house publication of Providence Hospital.

From part of the article:

“America’s response to the Gulf Coast areas destawypy the 2006 hurricane may have
slowed, but many faith-based and non-profit orgaaions continue to shuttle volunteers in
to restore the area. Among them were four Provideremployees who were part of an
ongoing church-sponsored relief operation in Dulaka., during the last week of January.”
“Jeanie (Barkett) and her colleagues—Mari Rudd, R.NPam Henry, R.N., and Melody
Sweet, R.N., took PTO to go on the mission tripidoneir own travel expenses, and made a
financial contribution to the United Methodist Comittee on Relief that coordinates the work
in Dulac.”

“But | wouldn’t have traded the experience for atlying, It's so rewarding to your spirit,’
she says. ‘My cup truly runneth over with what éceived in return for my small service.”

Our congratulations to these ladies for this well deserved recognition, and our thanks to
Ruth Geislinger for calling our attention to this article and lending us her copy..

AROUND THE CONGREGATION

Thank you for the many kind
expressions and prayers from you.
My recovery is progressing well.

Frank Holman
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OUR CHURCH AT WORSHIP

April 13 —
Sermon Series: "In Jesus Name"
Today "Knock, Knock....Whao's There?"

9:00 am

Joy Singers & Praise Band
11:00 am

Celebration Singers
April 20 —
Sermon -
9:00 am

Joy Singers & Praise Band
11:00 am

Celebration Singers
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